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There is a hidden gem nestled away in suburban Park Ridge, IL that I must tell you about.  

The Stage School is a part-time performing arts for kids as young as 4 up to age 16. 

 

The instructors are awesome! Most of them are performers or have performed in the past. They 

are creative, kind, nurturing and patient.  This program is for any kid really because it develops 

life skills, increases confidence and challenges the imagination. They accomplish this through 

movement or dance, singing and acting. Attending every session instills discipline and believe 

me the kids look forward to it every week!   

 

My daughter Ella is nine years old and started with the program at the age of seven. I am so 

much in awe of the confidence that she has developed over this time.  She was very quiet and 

very reserved, however she has found her voice and now she is happy to share her opinions and 

loves to be on stage. 

 

The classes meet on Saturdays during the school year.  Fall Quarter starts in September and runs 

through December.  Winter/Spring quarter starts in January and runs through May. 

 

Ages 4 to 6 meet for 90 minutes 

 

Ages 6-16 meet for 3 hours  

 

In the acting classes, students explore the creation of a character, explore improvisation, 

performance text and other fun activities. 

 

During the singing classes, your child will learn to understand how to use their voice. The 

instructor focuses on skills such as projection, diction, singing on pitch, enhancing vocal range, 

rhythm, and vocal dynamics.  



The dance classes will help children develop balance, coordination, proper placement of arms 

and feet, timing, rhythm and how to express their body through movement. 

 

The Stage School provides children with performance opportunities at the end of each 

term. This allows kids to take the activities and material studied in their acting, singing, 

and dance classes and present a finished performance for family and friends.   

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Summer Camp is super fun!  My daughter attended one session of the summer camps for the 

past two summers and absolutely loved it.  It is intense, but fun, and it is amazing to see it all 

come together in just one week.  The Summer Camps may have some of the same kids and also 

some new faces and it is just terrific to see everyone come together and create a show in one 

week!  The camp hours are approximately 9 am to 3 pm every day starting on a Monday and 

then ending on Saturday. They do a run through dress rehearsal on Saturday and the final 

performance takes place later that afternoon. The 2016 summer line up has four different 

offerings: Sleeping Beauty, Happy Hat Land, Disney’s-My Son Pinocchio Jr., and Awesome 

80’s.  Check out the website for exact dates and registration information 

www.stageschoolchicago.com. 

http://www.stageschoolchicago.com/


 

Established in 2015, The Stage School was founded by husband and wife Richard and Amanda 

Banden, who have been providing top quality instruction in the performing arts in the Park Ridge 

community since 2010. 

 

“Every child has potential, and can succeed in our program. There are no auditions at The Stage 

School; all children are welcome to participate.  Our instructors will work with your child 

at their own unique level to develop their skill, self-expression, and natural ability through  

acting classes, dance classes and singing classes.  Both beginners and advanced children are 

able to flourish in our fun and supportive environment.”  

        -Amanda and Richard Banden 

 

Classes are held at: 

 

The Centennial Activity Center 

100 S. Western Ave. 

Park Ridge, IL  60068 

847-224-6040 

 

I highly recommend that you explore this wonderful find for yourself and your child.  I know 

that they will enjoy the experience of meeting new friends and expressing themselves in a 

creative and safe environment.  Who knows, you may even make a few new friends along the 

way!  

 

Sally Jo Osborne 

 

Sjosborne2009@gmail.com 

 

Chicago Critic 
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